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Editorial Intent

Special Number: “Images of Japanese Culture”

Since the end of 2019, the global response to COVID-19 has drastically altered our
daily lives. This situation led us to rethink cultural inheritance, culminating in our third
issue in 2022, which focused on the transmission of Japanese culture.

Now, in 2024, as measures have eased and “post-corona” has entered common
parlance, there is a noticeable shift back to pre-pandemic norms, albeit with differences.
Despite COVID-19’s ongoing presence, its perception has evolved from a daunting
unknown to a manageable everyday illness. This “post-corona” image transformation is,
in turn, having real impacts on our daily lives.

With the influence of images on people’s actual lives in mind, this special feature,
comprised of three articles, explores “Images of Japanese Culture.”

Kobayashi’s article considers the populace’s goryde being adopted by the imperial court
during the Jogan years to discuss the establishment of the official image that spirits cast
curses.

Fujisawa’s article contends that Katsushika Hokusai inherited both the Rinpa school’s
distinctive visual images, such as compositions and distorted expressions, that had been
carried on as painters modeled their styles on artists they admired, as well as the images
that symbolized the school, such as the mitare technique and the theme of nature.

Omichi’s paper notes the recent surge in publications on Shinto and shrines within
Japan’s spiritual marketplace, particularly following the power spot trend, and investigates
the images of Shinto and shrines therein.

These three articles address various evolving images, and we hope they will serve as a

starting point for reconsidering how images construct Japanese culture.
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